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Officials say the developmentally disabled can thrive
in community settings. But the plan has fierce critics.
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Dony’a Scott, center, stands with his parents, Gwendolyn Jones-Scott and Donald Scott, outside the La Grange
group home where he lives. Jones-Scott says leaving a state-run institution has been good for. her son.

Closing centers
may open doors

“Ultimately,
this is not
Jjust about
finding

“someone a
of care; but
allowing
them to get a
new life.”

— Derrick Dufrense
of the Cormmmunity
Resource Alliance,

a firm hired to help
lead the transition

BY MIONIQUE GARCIA | Tribune reporter

When Gwendolyn Jones-
Scott learned:Gov. Pat Quinn
wanted to close a state cen-
ter for the developmentally
disabled outside Springfield,
she was terrified about what
wouldthappen to her son.

The family had spent
years struggling to find care
for Dony’a Scott, whose au-
tism and other disabilities
meant he was prone to
lashing out, sometimes vio-
lently. The 24-year-old
ended up at the Jacksonville
Developmental Center,
where staff put him on a
strict behavior-modification
plan, and Jones-Scott said
her son soon seemed happy,
sociable and at peace.

Four months after the
state moved Scott to a small
group home in La Grange,
Jones-Scott said her fears
have subsided. Not only is
her son still doing well, he
has his own room. And he’sa
20-minute drive away, in-
stead of the four-hour haul
downstate that she had got-
ten used to.

“Tt’s a godsend. It feels so
good to know that he is close
by;” she said. “He calls me all
the time and says Mommy, I
lovemy newhome? ”

The case represents a sea
change in the way Illinois
cares for people with devel-

Please turn to Page 8

“These
people arent
all cut from
one cloth.
Each has

specific
needs.”

— Rita Burke,
president of the
Illinois League of
Advocates for the
Developmentally
Disabled, an
umbrella group for
parents whose
children live in state
Jacilities
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Partnership with soft
to combat obesity rais

BY JOHN BYRNE

AND MonNica ENG A th

Tribune reporters sug}
Ameri

New York City barred ]
convenience.stores and res- i
taurants from selling out- dalgl;—n'
size sodas. Boston’s mayor i
halted pop sales and soft-
drink a ising in city
buildings to fight obesity
and rising health care costs.

In Chicago, Mayor Rahm
Emanuel plans to take mil-
lions of dollars from the
soft-drink companies to pay
for government worker
health care. On Monday, he
stood with executives from
three giant soda-makers to
announce the city will com-
pete against San Antonio for
a $5 million national bever-
age lobbying group grant
that will reward city work-
ers for being healthy rather
than making it tougher or
more expensive for them to
guzzle sugary pop.

In addition to the well-
ness competition, the city But
will collaborate with Coca-
Cola, PepsiCo and the Dr
Pepper Snapple Group to
combat Chicago govern-

the mu
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Bolstered by a post-debate surge in-
presidential nominee’Mitt Romney.on
speech at the Virginia Military Institut
dent Barack Obama’s foreign policy, ar
hasbeen considered a plus for the inct

While praising the decision to launc
killed Osama bin Laden, Romney said:
network remains strong im such natior
Somalia, as well as Traq, Syria and Liby
modern instruments of war are impori
fight, but they are no substitute foran:
strategy for the Middle East he said.

Romney added that he would crack
tougher sanctions m hopes of persuadi
up its nuclear program. He argued thal
budget is being cut too deeply and that
our strategy is not one of partnershipb

Obama, completing a fundraising tri
dedicated a national monument to civi
leader Cesar Chavez. The event came :
paign begins to ratchet up its get-out=tl
focusing on Latino voters and strong s1
izedllabor. Page 1
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%mental disabilities,
ich include a wide range
of physical, learning and
behavioral problems such
as cerebral palsy, autism

large
that house hundreds of peo-
ple, Quinn’s administration
wants to focus on smaller,
more individualized set-
tings. The idea is to allow
le with developmental
isabilities to live more in-
dependently with the help
of caretakers, whether that
be in small group homes or
an apartment down the
street.

The state plans to close
four ofjits eight centers for
the developmentally dis-
abled during the next two
years. In all, 600 of the

2,000 residents will
be placed in new homes.

Supporters say the move
islongoverdue, arguing that
Illinois has co?ﬁnued to
warehouse people at expen-
sive and out-of’date facili-
ties even as other states

settings within the commu-
nity will allow those with
developmental disabilities

to have a better of
life while l.dumatgjya];ng
the state money.

But critics, inchuding 11li-
nois’ largest employee
union, con that some
residents simply are better
served in institutionalized

struggled under years of
state budget cuts.

The union and a parents
group also have raised ques-
tions about how the admin-
istration has handled moves
that have already taken
place, sayi intherush
to close ities, some fam-

uled to close is the one in
Jadsonvﬂle,abautahalrf-
hour west of Springfield.
Initially slated to shut down
on Oct 31, administration
officials acknowledge they
may miss the mark as the
state works to maich resi-
g:::swiﬂlnew places to

Finding the right setting
isn’t as hsimpl;ﬁaﬁ}ocaﬁng a
group home space —
it's a proeess that can take
months for each individual

First, residents and fami-
ly members are
then a comprehensive dos-
sier is drafted. It includes

etary needs and health risks
to whether physical or
speech therapy is needed
and how long someone
must help brush the per-
son’s teeth each day.

Then the state works to
match people to their pre-
ferred housing situation.
Some like group homes,
others may want to live in
an apartment with a room-
mate they've grown close to.
The process grows more
complex when it comes to

ing sure residents will
have the support they need,
from doctors and therapists
to caregivers who could do
everything:from help with
the laundry to shep for

groceries.

Because the state has for
so long focused on institu-
tionalization, that some-
times means waiting while
providers hire new workers
and upgrade housing to
make it;more accessible. It
can be a slow process, par-
ticularly for people with

Dony'a Scott. 24, who has autism and other disabiiitles, shows his
La Grange group home. The Jacksonvilie Developmental Center where Dony’a Scott once lived is set to close,

State-operated developmental centers

State-gperated developmental centers house about 2,000 residents across the state in

eight facilities. Under aplan
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to close four of the eight, roughly 600 residents will be
moved out of the homes and into community setiings.
i SCHEDULED TO CLOSE

ﬂ Jacksonville Developmental Center
Jacksonville

Scheduled to close Oct. 31.

Murray Developmental Center

| Scheduled to close mid-2013.

Another two centers are scheduled to
close by 2014, but the governor has yet to

i IND. announce which will be shuttered.
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“A third of the states have already done away with the
institutions, and I'd love for the same to occur for
Illinois, too.”

— Don Moss, advocate for people with developmental disabilities

more complex needs, and
administration officials ac-
Imowledge it will take time
to create the infrastructure
needed to make the change

successful

“Half the people thinkwe
are.going too slow, and half
the people think we are
going too fast” said Derrick
Dufrense, administrative

to spearhead the transition
at Jacksonville “But Td
rather be criticized for go-
ing too slow rather than
rushing and realizing we
made a mistake with peo-
ple’slives. Ultimately, thisis
not just about finding some-
one a new program of care,
but allowing them to get a
new.life”

Opponents say it’s not
that easy: Some people sim-
ply can’tlive in such settings
and need the structure that
they’ve come to know at a
state, institution, whether
that be because of severe

mental disabilities, behavior
problems or particularly
fragile medical conditions.

“These people aren't all
cutfromonecloth. Each has
specific needs,” said Rita
Burke, president of the lli-
nois League of Advocates
for the Developmentally
Disabled, an umbrella or-
ganization for parents
whose children live in state
facilities.

“Now, the governor’s of-
fice says itsis doing person-
centered planning, but their
person-centered planning
has a predetermined out-
come, and thatis that every-
one is appropriate to live in
the community. How is that
objective when they know
before they even look at
your son, daughter, brother
or sister, where they are

to go?”

Purke points to her 42-
year-old son, Brian Burke,
who lLives at the Choate
Developmental Center
south of Carbondale. She
saidbhe was expelled from

four private care facilities
before he found a stable
home there. Rita Burke
worries what would hap-
pen if Quinn decides to
close Choate, saying parents
are concerned that the state
is placing people wherever
a provider is willing to take
them, regardless of staff
training and qualifications.
“In state-operated devel-
opment centers, we have
people who have dedicated
their lives, their,professions,
to serving these types of
individuals” Burke said. “In
the community, that is not
what we have. We have
direct-care staff who in
many cases make minimum
wage andlhave a high turn-
over rate. We expect that

‘many people aren't going to

do well in community-set-
tings because they are just
not being offered the same
level of care”

Indeed, the American
Federation of State, County
and Municipal Empioyees
Council 31, which repre-

sents state workers, said one
example of poor care came
just days a woman
who uses a wheelchair was
transferred from the Jack-
sonville center to a group
home cutside St. Louis.

‘While the woman was
being moved, she fell off a
lift and broke her leg. An
inspector general's report
for the Department of Hu-
man Services determined
that staff members at the
group home were negligent,
but the agency sent more
residents to live there. State
officials call the matter an
isolated mcident, adding
that inspectors since
visited the facility to see
what measures have been
put in place to prevent a
repeat of the situation.

The union said there
have been other red flags.
Officials cite areport froma
committee monitoring the
closing of the Jacksonville
facility that found of the 47
residents moved from April
to mid-September, fourhad
run-ins with police, 14 were
admitted to the hospital and
four more received psychi-
atric hospitalizations. One
resident returned to a state-
run center.

“These are precisely the
concerns families have been
talking about,” said Anne
Irving, director of policy for
AFSCME. Irving said it is
4ironic” that the state is
turning to comununity-care
centers after years of fund-

cilities to cut staff, consoli-
date space and carry out
other cost-saving measures.

“1 don’t know that I
would trust this system to
care for my loved one”
Irving said.

Quinn officials said the
union is making a big deal
out of a few bumps i the
road in an effort to maintain
jobs. They argue that.it is
too soon to make conclu-
sions about hospitalizaty
and other incidents involv-

been comfortable with the
status quo for a long, long
fime?” said Michael Gelder,
Quinn’s senior health care
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artwork to his parents, Gwendolyn Jones-Scott and Donald Scott, in his bedroom ata
part of a shift to small residential settings.

policy adviser. “It’s time for
change. It’s not easy, there
are a lot of forces at work,
but the governor is com-
cerned about providing the
best care for people with
This e
This is not a jobs program.”

Gelder said no individu-
als: will be forced to move
mto a community-care set-
ting ifithey do not want to,
and will be instead trans-
ferred to another state-run
facility of their choice. He
said it was “misleading” for
opponents to argue that

ialized services arem’t
available in some parts of
1llinois, arguing that the
state is now building those
resources after years ofilag-
ging behind similar, efforts
around the country.

“This is bold and coura-
geous and really rooted in
the governor’s core beliefs
that every single person
should be allowed to reach
their full potential” Gelder
said. “We are really fed by

of the letters' we have re-
ceived (from residents who
have moved) aresoh

and deeply appreciative”

Once the Jacksonville
center is closed, the next
facility that residents are
slated to be moved out of is
Murray Developmental
Center in Centralia. It is

to close in the
middle of next year. The
governor has yet to identify
the other two state-run in-
stitutions he would like to
close by the end 6f2014, but
those facilities are expected
to be named in spring.

Tt's unclear if Quinn will
pushifor more closings after
that. Longtime advocates
already are applying pres-
sure to do away with the
large institutions altogether.

“It’s really an outmoded
system for caring for. people
with developmental disabil-

ities” said Don Moss, a
Iongtime advocate and lob-
byiston the issue. “A third of
the states have already done
away with the institutions,
and Fd loveifor the same to
occur for Illinois, too. Resi-
dential alternatives can be
found where people get the
need while
still being integrated in the
commumity,’ r than iso-
lated and out of sight”
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